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Commencement & 2013-14 Academic Year Wrap-Up 
 
Fellow Faculty and Staff: 
 
Perhaps the most important of all campus events occurs this weekend as we celebrate our 175th WKU 
Graduate and Undergraduate Commencement ceremonies. What a great celebration of achievement. 
We will graduate 446 graduate students tomorrow evening and 1,665 undergraduates at three 
ceremonies on Saturday. Thank you in advance to all the faculty who participated in and helped 
orchestrate what is a most memorable experience for our graduates, and their families and friends. We 
have achieved a rare balance of formality and tradition with our ceremonies. Thanks for making it 
special! 
As we wrap up the 2013-14 academic year, I want to thank everyone in our campus family for your 
dedicated service and commitment to our students since we opened the school year last August. We 
have experienced unprecedented achievements particularly by our students who are achieving new 
records for scholarly achievement. More faculty and staff have achieved national honors than any year 
in our history, and more students have studied abroad than in any previous year. Yet, we have 
experienced tragedy this year with the loss of nine students, and some long-tenured faculty as well. We 
worked through some difficult budget challenges and saw our first enrollment decline in 16 years. We 
have, however, achieved a balanced budget for next year, and we march forward with renewed 
confidence and resolve to remain in bold pursuit of our shared vision of becoming A Leading American 
University with International Reach. 
 
I will be communicating with you over the summer as we gather data charting progress in our campus 
Action Plan; address federal requirements for more stringent guidelines for campus safety; and prepare 
to welcome what may be our largest class of new first-time, full-time students, including a record 
number of international students. As was the case this year, however, student retention will be our 
biggest challenge going forward as we redouble our efforts to help our students persist and graduate. 
 
Best wishes to each of you for a safe and productive summer. For those of you who will be on campus 
this summer, please know that we have an ambitious campus improvement schedule through August. 
You received a comprehensive list earlier today, but it includes progress on our in-ground electrical 
conversion, and an aggressive schedule of sidewalk replacements, parking improvements, and lighting 
improvements. It also includes the completion of the Downing Student Union, the student apartments 
on Kentucky Street, and the restoration of the South Lawn. 
 
Our Opening Convocation for the 2014-15 academic year will be on Friday, August 22 at 8 a.m. I look 
forward to seeing you in Van Meter Hall and kicking off a new academic year. Have a great summer. 
Thank you for your dedicated service. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary A. Ransdell 
 
 
